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North Western Melbourne PHN welcomes health budget boost

North Western Melbourne Primary Health Network (NWMPHN) welcomes the $10.7 billion funding
boost to health and aged care services announced by the Treasurer in the Federal Budget 2024-25.

The increase includes the previously announced $227 million commitment to opening 29 additional
urgent care clinics across the country.

“The Urgent Care Clinics — along with the Priority Primary Care Centres introduced by the Victorian
Government — have provided a vital mid-stream measure for people, while also taking some of the
pressures off the hospital and general practice sectors,” said Christopher Carter, NWMPHN Chief
Executive.

“NWMPHN has played a critical role in overseeing the implementation of this new urgent care tier
across Victoria, and we look forward to continuing to deliver optimal outcomes in that role.”

Mr Carter said that while all the additional Federal Government investment in health was very
welcome, of particular value were $71.7 million for primary health networks to boost care for
people with complex mental health needs, $16 million to implement system changes to
MyMedicare, and the extension of Single Employer Model trials until December 2028 to attract and
retain GPs in areas of workforce need.

“Major structural reforms such as the continuing expansion of the MyMedicare program,
strengthened foundations for Medicare bulk billing, and a welcome commitment to greater
resources for women’s health all speak to the core values of proper health care,” said Mr Carter.

“We’re pleased to see continued expanding roles for professionals such as mental health nurses,
peer workers, counsellors, allied health workers and so on. Multidisciplinary care is a high priority
for primary health networks.”

Mr Carter added that additional funding for mental health services was also welcome news.
NWMPHN plays a central role in the continued development and deployment of the national Head
to Health program, and looks forward to assisting with the next phase of its operations.

“It is heartening to see that the government’s commitment to building equity and access in the
health system is continuing,” he said.

“Ensuring all people can access the treatment they need at the lowest cost possible is not only a
profound moral position — it is also a sound investment in the future.

“A healthy nation is by definition also a happy and productive nation.”
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For further information or to arrange interviews, contact:
Andrew Masterson: 0488 777 179; andrew.masterson@nwmphn.org.au

Q @NWMelbPHN 0 @facebook@ LinkedIn Instagram.Q..YouTube

ABOUT PHNs

Funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health, PHNs began operation on 1 July 2015

and are responsible for coordinating primary health care and facilitating improved health outcomes
in their local community. Melbourne Primary Care Network operates the North Western Melbourne
Primary Health Network.

While the Australian Government Department of Health has contributed to the funding of this material, the
information contained in it does not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian Government and is not
advice that is provided, or information that is endorsed, by the Australian Government. The Australian
Government is not responsible in negligence or otherwise for any injury, loss or damage however arising from
the use of or reliance on the information provided herein.

We acknowledge the peoples of the Kulin nation as the Traditional Custodians of the land on

which our work in the community takes place. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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